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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

This annual report provides a snapshot of parish life, activities, outreach, and finances from July of 2015 through June of 2016.            St. 
Regis is a bustling, multi-faceted, generous parish. Coming on board as pastor this July, I have seen first-hand the many ways St. Regis  
lives out its mission statement: ñSt. Regis Catholic Parish strives to be a caring community of missionary disciples of Jesus through    
worship, education, and service to all people.ò Every pastor inherits the work of his predecessors and I am grateful for the wonderful work 
of Monsignor Kosanke, the pastoral staff, the school team, the leadership of commissions, committees, and organizations, and of each 
parish member who has contributed in any way during the year. Thank you.  
 

As you look through the report, if questions arise, do not hesitate to contact the Pastoral Council or the Finance Council or the appropriate 
commission or committee. As you look at some of the activities and outreaches that have occurred, think about where you might offer 
your help and support in the months ahead. The Archdiocese of Detroit is in the midst of unpacking the mission of ñunleashing the gospelò 
ð living joyful lives of discipleship that witness to others. The official name given to these efforts is ñthe new evangelizationò but the heart 
of it is very simple: becoming ever better at being a welcoming community of Catholic Christian faith to any and all. St. Regis can be a 
shining example of that. 
 

Over the last few years you as St. Regis parish members have extended extraordinary generosity toward the renovation of the church 
and the building of a new chapel through the Changing Lives Together campaign. With the parishôs support and the leadership of school 
administration, faculty and families, St. Regis Catholic School has addressed or is in the process of addressing a number of ongoing 
needs (upgraded technology, new boilers, lighting and other infrastructure). All these good things position the parish for the years ahead.  
 

Your ongoing, consistent commitment and involvement of time and resources to St. Regis Parish, church and school, makes all this pos-
sible. Be proud of what was accomplished last year. Continue to support all that can happen this year. 
 

I am truly grateful to be your pastor. Let us pray for St. Regis and its mission each and every day. God be with you. 
 

Fr. David Buersmeyer 

Funerals 
 

In the face of death the Church confidently proclaims that God 
has created each person for eternal life and that Jesus, the Son of 
God, by His death and Resurrection, has broken the chains of sin 
and death that bound humanity. During the past year our parish 
walked with 29 families as they mourned the passing of their 
loved ones. 

Weddings 
 

ñMy dear friends, you have come together in this church so that 
the Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the 
Churchôs minister and this community. Christ abundantly blesses 
this love.ò These words were heard at St. Regis by three couples 
during the past year as they celebrated their coming together as 
husband and wife in the sacrament of Holy Matrimony. 

Confirmation 
 

ñThe gift of the Holy Spirit which you 
are to receive will be a spiritual sign 
and seal to make you more like 
Christ and more perfect members of 
His Church.ò Such were the words 
that 68 young people heard on April 
23.  

First Communion 
 

During the Easter Season 52 young parishioners received Jesusô 
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in Holy Communion for the first 
time. What a time of joy for them and for their families! Much study 
and time by parents, teachers, and catechists went into preparing 
the children to receive the Sacrament.  

Baptisms 
 

With great joy we celebrated 11 infant baptisms during the past 
year. Buried with Christ, each infant rose out of the cleansing   
waters of Baptism as a new creation regenerated and renewed by 
the Holy Spirit. Anointed with sacred Chrism as priest to worship 
God, prophet to witness the Faith by his/her life, and king to pastor 
and serve others, the children were then clothed in a white        
garment symbolizing putting on Christ, the spotless Lamb.   

Sacraments and Funerals 
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Eucharistic Exposition 
 

In January we started Eucharistic Exposition Monday 

through Friday from 12:30 to 6:30 p.m. There is at 

least one adorer, including people from other parishes, 

spending an hour with Jesus during that time.  

Adult Faith Formation 
 

Epic: A Journey through Church History: Last fall and winter 
46 parishioners and friends spent 20 weeks learning the epic 
story of the Catholic Church.  
 

Doors of Mercy: Experiencing Godõs Hope, Healing, and 
Mercy: Our springtime study taught 26 parishioners about Godôs 
gracious mercy.  

Parish Mission: The Healing Power of Christ  
 

The evenings of February 1 - 3, 2016 were filled with prayer and 
expectant faith as we gathered for our Parish Mission. Led by our 
then associate pastor, Fr. Greg Bramlage, the evenings were filled 
with praise and worship before the Blessed Sacrament, as well as 
with individual prayers for healing.  

Pilgrimages to the  
Holy Door of Mercy  

at Blessed Sacrament  
Cathedral 

 

In observing this Year of    
Mercy some 30 parishioners 

made their way to Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in April and Sep-
tember to pray and to pass through the Door of Mercy.  

Christian Service 

  

There were many workers in the vineyard this year as the St. Regis 
community continued to live out the gospel message through     
service to the people of God. Our programs included the following.  
 

§ Hosting South Oakland Shelter  
§ Summer Garden Luncheon Series  
§ Senior Outing to the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
§ Transportation Ministry  
§ St. Vincent DePaul Clothing Drives    
§ Thanksgiving Food Drive 
§ Christmas Giving Tree Program   
§ Ste. Anne Healing Mass  
§ Ongoing Canned Food Collection  
§ Lenten Giving Program  
§ Stephen Ministry  
§ Fair Trade Holiday Boutique 

Knights of Columbus 

  

The Knights of Columbus performed 
many acts of service this year, including 
their Tootsie Roll sales to benefit An-
gelsô Place, organizing parish participa-
tion in 40 Days for Life, hosting coffee 
and donuts and pancake breakfasts, 
sponsoring a free-throw contest and 
organizing the 5th Sunday Rosary. 

Women of St. Regis  
 

The Women of St. Regis (WSR) is largest organization at St. 
Regis. The highlights of the WSR year included the October 
2015 Fashion Show and Dinner, the December 2015 Advent by 
Candlelight, Lenten day and evening retreats, Regis Run, and 
the Meals and Mittens food and clothing drive. This year the 
Women of St. Regis also donated the statue of St. Regis that is 
in the church gathering space. 

Evangelization  
 

Alpha: A group of 20 adults met Jesus in a more personal way 
with the Alpha Course.   
  

Come, Encounter Christ and Awaken: More than 2,000 adults 
attended our praise and worship concert events.   

Worship, Evangelization, Adult Formation and Christian Service  

At St. Leo Soup Kitchen   
on Thanksgiving morning 

Preparing food for the Senior Luncheon 

Doing the laundry of our guests from SOS 


